
New York City Renamed 
1664 

In 1664, toward the end of the 2nd 
Anglo-Dutch War, King Charles II of 
England granted to his brother James, 
the Duke of York, a massive tract of land 
in North America stretching from 
Virginia to MassachuseHs and including 
all of Dutch New Netherland. Later that 
year the English dispatched four frigates 
and 450 fighPng men under the 
command of Richard Nicolls to make 
good on the claim by seizing the Dutch 
colonial capital at New Amsterdam. 
Though Director General Peter 
Stuyvesant promised to put up a fight in defense of New Netherland, his people realized they were 
outnumbered and outgunned. When the English commander offered generous terms of surrender – 
including freedom of religion, movement, and commerce – Dutch seHlers quickly pressured Stuyvesant to 
capitulate and Dutch New Amsterdam became English New York. The Dutch fully relinquished New 
Netherlands to the English in 1667 following the Treaty of Breda ending the War  
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